Grow in Grace and Knowledge, #5

2 Peter 3:14-18

Introduction:
A. How do we grow in grace?

1. One of the best illustrations of grace does not contain the word grace. Joshua 6:1-20

2. But if the abundance is here, enough even to defeat the “gates of hell,” why are we not thriving on it?

We need a key to the keys.  The abundance of God is not passively received, and does not happen to us by chance.  The abundance of God is claimed and put into action by our active, intelligent pursuit of it.  We must act in union with the flow of God’s kingdom life that comes through our relationship with Jesus.

We cannot do this, of course, purely on our own.  But we must act.  Grace is contrasted with earning but not with effort.  Well-directed, decisive, and sustained effort is the key to the keys of the kingdom and to the life of restful power in ministry (Leadership, Fall 1998, page 57).

B. Let us notice Peter growing in grace and knowledge–let us see him as he is being transformed into a Rock.  

And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone) (John 1:42).
I. LEARNING FROM TALKING WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT TO SAY. Mark 9:2-7

A. Peter was giving “Sunday School answers.”

1. Who built the ark?  God

2. Who was the strongest man?  Jesus

3. Who was the first man?  God

4. Who was the first woman?  Jesus

B. Peter learned to listen to Jesus.
II. QUESTIONING WHAT YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND WITHOUT LETTING GO OF WHAT YOU BELIEVE. Mark 9:8-10,14-29

A. Faith grows through creative doubt.

B. Sometimes being afraid to question.  Mark 9:30-37

C. Growing in anything means that I realize I haven’t arrived–there is more to learn, do, be.

D. I will learn and understand more later–the apostles often did not understand what Jesus did and said.

1. The cleansing of the temple.  John 2:13-22

2. The triumphal entry. John 12:12-16

III. REFLECTING LATER ON WHAT YOU LEARNED AND TEACHING IT TO OTHERS.

A. Peter learned he didn’t have to defend himself–he told what he saw.

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory:  “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. (2 Peter 1:16-18).

B. He encouraged people to trust even more dependable evidence than his testimony.

And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit ( 2 Peter 1:19-21).
Conclusion:
A. What is the gift?

B. What did I learn?

C. That’s growing in grace and knowledge.
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